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City of London; of the Abuſes committed 
by the Farmers of the Markets. «» | 
July 13th, 16 9g 6. 


\ Paper of Complaint being brought to the Granh hop for the City of 
London, by divets Citizens,” 88 other Market People, ſetting forth many 
4 Illegal ExaQtions, and other Abuſes, committed by the Farmers of the 
Markets of this City, and their Agents, by extorting great Sums of Money by 
Fines, and ho from the ſaid Market-People, bringing Proviſion of ViCtuals 
to the ſaid Markets ; and for troubling them, who refuſed to Comply with their 
Unreaſonable Verhands, with Vexatious Suits at Law, and Informations in the 
Crown-Office. | 
. And that the ſaid Farmers have inverted, and do invert, the Legal Uſes of the 
faid Markets, by EreCting incloſed Shops thereia ; ſome of which are uſed for 
Slaughter-Houſes, and others Lett out, as alſo other parts of the ſaid Markets, to 
ſeveral Traders ; as Milleners, Turners, Toy-ſellers, &c. by Reaſon of which Pra- 
Ctice, the Country Market-People are under a Neceflity to ſell their Proviſions of 
Victuals in the Streets and Lanes of this City, for want of Room in the ſaid Mar- 
kets, to the great Incumbrance of the ſaid Streets and Lanes, and great Nuiſance 
to the Inhabitants of this City. Upon which Complaint the Grand Inqueſt made 


the following Preſentment ; which the Court received very kindly. 


We the Grand Inqueſt, Sworn to inquire for the Eody of the 
City of London, do Preſent as followeth ; Viz. 


Imprims, \ E Preſent Thomas Burdett of the Pariſh of St. Peters Cheap, 
London, and Thomas Kziner of the Pariſh of St. Danſtans in the 


Eaſt, London, for that they, with divers other Perſons unknown, Farmers of the —__ | 
ſeveral Markets, have Extorted, and do by themſelves, their Servants, 'and Agents, * + 
Extort ſeveral conſiderable Sums of Money, from many of His Majeſties Subjefts, | } 
for Fines for the Admittance of, or Liberty for the ſaid Perſons, to fell Viauals 
and other Proviſions in the ſaid Markets. | ER 3; 
And for that they do Daily Extort from great Numbers of His Majeſties Sub- 
jects, as well for Liberty to Stand and Sell Proviſions in the ſaid Markers, as in 
other parts of the ſaid City, ſeveral Sums of Money, greatly exceeding the Rates 
and Prices by Law allowed. 2j 
And for that they have and do greatly Oppreſs great Numbers of ' His Majeſties 
SubjeQs uſing the ſaid Markets, wbo do oppoſe their Unreaſonable Demands, by 
many Vexatious Suits to the Ruine of many Families ; by which Pradtices, the 
Rates and Prices of Proviſions and ViQtuals are much Increaſed, to the great Pre- 
judice of His Majeſties SubjeQts Inhahiting in this City. Witneſs our Hands this 
13th Day of July, 1696. 
Note, That a Butcher, oxe of the Complainants, Afﬀermed to the Grand Inqueſty 
that he and others could Sell their Meat one Half-penny per Pound cheaper, were 
it not for the Illegal Exaitions of the ſaid Farmers, 


Now ſuppoſe that Fleſh be thus inhanced but One Farthing in the Pound ; and 
that the Inhabitants of the City one with another do Eat Three Pounds of Fleſh per 
Week each, the Inhancement therein, and in other ViQtuals, ſold in the faid Markets, 
will amount to above 50000 /. per Annum, according to Sir William Pettys Calcula- 


tion of the Number of the Inhabitants thereof. 


The Grand Fury being Adjourned till Tueſday next, many of the Market-People, from 
whom the [aid Farmers have Extorted great Sums of Money, its ſaid will Prefer Inaithe_... .. 
ments againſt them ; Others, and the far greater part of the Market-People, are under 
a panick fear leſt (if the Common Council do not now relieve them) the Farmers ſhould 
again add to their Oppreſſions, as they aid after their Complaint in Parliament, 1690. 


To be Sold by Mrs, Bilg ley, at the Printing-Preſs in Cornhil. 1696. 
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